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MEDIA RELEASE
November 2, 1988
UM PROFILED IN BOOK "HOW TO GET
AN IVY LEAGUE EDUCATION AT A STATE UNIVERSITY"
By Carol Susan Woodruff 
UM News and Publications Office
The University of Montana earns high marks in the book "How 
to Get an Ivy League Education at a State University" for its 
strong professional programs, modern liberal-arts requirements, 
teaching-oriented faculty and beautiful setting.
Martin Nemko’s 1988 book profiles 101 college, university 
and military academy campuses, judging them in 11 areas: 
students, faculty, percentage of undergraduate students, courses 
in the liberal arts and sciences, honors program, class size, 
special programs for freshmen and sophomores, residential 
program, school size, reputation and location.
The book, written in clear, casual language aimed at 
college-bound students, also offers useful information on 
subjects like tuition, room and board, transportation, financial 
aid and the treatment of minorities.
The profiled schools are a diverse lot; what Nemko says they 
have in common is that they offer a high-quality four-year 
education for an average of $25,000 for in-state students and 
$35,000 for out-of-staters. Those figures contrast sharply with 
the approximately $80,000 it costs for four years at a good
more
private college. A result of the wide gap in cost is that a 
record 85 percent of college students now attend public 
institutions, Nemko says.
In the 6 1/2 pages he devotes to UM, Nemko contends that one 
of the university's strengths is that it offers students an 
"updated version of a liberal education." One example is UM’s 
allowing students to apply courses in computer languages and 
musical, philosophical and linguistic symbolic systems toward 
their foreign-language requirement. Another example is requiring 
courses in ethics and non-Western thought and three writing- 
emphasis courses.
Missoula's "mountain grandeur" helps UM attract strong 
faculty members, Nemko says. He quotes a student who praises UM 
professors' friendliness, dedication and individualized 
instruction. He also commends UM for its emphasis on teaching in 
hiring and promotion decisions and its low teaching loads and 
moderate class sizes.
"A final plus," Nemko adds, "is that the average age of 
faculty is 45, old enough to be seasoned, young enough to be 
energetic."
Nemko cites UM's Honors Program as well, describing it as a 
well-funded program that lets students complete their general 
education requirements in small, usually very well-taught 
classes.
Missoula is a "Rocky Mountain Berkeley" and "Montana's
IvLeague.rl -- 2
more
version of a banana belt," Nemko says. It’s also a center for 
performing and fine arts, the home of many artists and writers, 
and a place people generally hate to leave.
There's some trouble in paradise, however, Nemko says. He 
believes UM's most significant weakness is its open-admissions 
policy, which will change in 1990. He says the current policy -- 
"a revolving door, wasting the state's money and students' time 
and lost income" -- accounts for the considerable number of 
freshmen who drop out and students who don't graduate.
Another problem at UM is poor state funding, Nemko says.
Low salaries make it hard to recruit and retain top-notch faculty 
members, and inadeguate funding hurts the quality of the Maureen 
and Mike Mansfield Library.
"If you can live with the minuses," Nemko concludes, "UM 
offers an unusual set of contrasts: strong liberal arts and
sciences education with some excellent professional programs, an 
outdoorsperson’s paradise next to a liberal, culturally oriented 
town, and the diversity of a flagship state university with the 
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